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Arming school teachers will be considered
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(The Center Square) – Options for school teachers to be armed, and school systems to allow it, will be

considered by Georgia lawmakers.

Republicans proposed a state-funded certi�ed �rearms training program for teachers as part of a

proposed School Safety Initiative. Lawmakers plan to introduce the proposal during next year’s legislative

session, saying it builds on previous reforms educators have passed.
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The proposed program would be an opt-in measure by the teachers and school system. It would allow

local school systems to determine whether teachers should be permitted to carry �rearms as a safety

measure on campus.

“This legislation and associated state funding will ensure that our school systems and teachers have the

necessary resources and training to increase safety across Georgia,” Republican Lt. Gov. Burt Jones said

in an announcement. “Systems and individuals will have the option of participating in the training,

certi�cation and stipend, and we hope that the General Assembly will support these efforts to build on

recent school safety reforms.”

According to a spokeswoman for Jones, teachers will receive $10,000 yearly for the new stipend if they

participate. The proposal would expand other existing school safety grant programs to allow schools to

use that money to hire POST-certi�ed security personnel, though a precise amount is as yet

undetermined.

POST is an acronym for Peace O�cer's Standards and Training.

“We fundamentally believe that �rearms in the hands of law-abiding Georgians can save lives,” Jerry

Henry, executive director of GA2A, a pro-gun rights group, said in a statement to The Center Square.

“That’s why we support lawful weapons carriers exercising their Second Amendment Rights at work.”

Georgia Democrats criticized the proposal.

“Teachers aren't trusted to read certain books in class but they can carry guns to protect themselves and

their students?” Georgia House Democrats asked in a social media post. “Republicans continue to show

they are extreme and out of touch with reality. They could just do something about guns but that will be

too much like right.”

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CjBFvcbU_ZczLFY64jvQPnoWRoAfujf_oc6rauMqjEr_hHhABINWJkxZgyZbLh-CjtBCgAdWjrrwCyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgSaA0_QTUVizZ1CitDwWNhfcYJ2A6U-1GtLG-4S5mm-e8WV9EAmB6JrL7yP5ENS1BxrDCj5S1r8q3QXpKhtmJJ89e05cYx5jApOo4r9mVrWO6jK-gtttC0qTfRO-vjDSWtKBEpGGVJbHyDrpvVLPxjKYvLvTpoF3hjmZFDwKhbJvaEo-VcKD3YCDgHIj6iWv_NyDzyeaJhoODCnTu8To2xi9PT1f0DRbFe5u-EJNPA-3rC7Mbny7seMnSTWuhJgd5sZvGIV3lnELMsSEkkKsH4aDSiFM82iH0rLvbG5uEFawOpZV9sLBlZPoZ98E4vqtjVBh1II_3Tqa6qhmAGKHitXZPn3XUjUshHo4ubJ-q0fHrLVo8vCcbiybcipycdi1OTETjjHz0wluEnollGBgZQch18plr9cH0kMDEUzLjHuHKApetaHohwg5PyQARWNiTqD2aKhtDW_iC8e4ZFz8d5DCDzDb4yBz7ie6gRQspygv5vkATe-QhpYnSXrgEJYgihuayIISwWje2nOk345P6mlSpM0ebmCdhGrcu2rwATG6czItATgBAGIBY3IvuhMkAYBoAYCgAf165rGAYgHAZAHAqgH2baxAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB8qpsQKoB-ulsQLYBwHSCBcIABACGB0yAQA6B5_QgICAgARIvf3BOvIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tODkxMDI4MzQ0NTIxOTcwMLEJsZHkiv-5dhSACgOYCwHICwHaDBAKChDg5M7fqbT6ukUSAgEDqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIpufh8vWdggMVDpyDCB2eQgR02BMN0BUB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=Cj0KCQjwqP2pBhDMARIsAJQ0CzolYNU6J8FXkWID_OoPoXq6-4sv_GrjFYbdnKdLwyPMAQZwdDPq_LEaAlt2EALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSQgDICaaNVWp5EyVrhsRLZgCV1nAHPfAxdJdR0X2zMFr2mxZGxXYp-o-TYhm5pepby7ZHB8OB9V4ttlYqe9MP5CPwbRgB&sig=AOD64_2nqFUEk0oMUOEak3fMeKVl7g6eZg&client=ca-pub-4807561457669996&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://lifehackin.com/20-hottest-cool-gadgets-for-2022/%3Ff%3D1qwOQhnQK5aW%26n%3D1qwOiYX8FhEH%26ts%3D1qkFeN4O7oNX%26kw%3D%26placement%3Dwww.thecentersquare.com%26target%3Dsegment_be_a_2064114196349049050%26ad%3D678673911037%26matchtype%3D%26network%3Dd%26adposition%3D%26AFID%3DGD%26utm_campaign%3D20620223501%26adgroup%3D151549850822%26campaign%3DList300%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjwqP2pBhDMARIsAJQ0CzolYNU6J8FXkWID_OoPoXq6-4sv_GrjFYbdnKdLwyPMAQZwdDPq_LEaAlt2EALw_wcB
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CjBFvcbU_ZczLFY64jvQPnoWRoAfujf_oc6rauMqjEr_hHhABINWJkxZgyZbLh-CjtBCgAdWjrrwCyAEC4AIAqAMByAMIqgSaA0_QTUVizZ1CitDwWNhfcYJ2A6U-1GtLG-4S5mm-e8WV9EAmB6JrL7yP5ENS1BxrDCj5S1r8q3QXpKhtmJJ89e05cYx5jApOo4r9mVrWO6jK-gtttC0qTfRO-vjDSWtKBEpGGVJbHyDrpvVLPxjKYvLvTpoF3hjmZFDwKhbJvaEo-VcKD3YCDgHIj6iWv_NyDzyeaJhoODCnTu8To2xi9PT1f0DRbFe5u-EJNPA-3rC7Mbny7seMnSTWuhJgd5sZvGIV3lnELMsSEkkKsH4aDSiFM82iH0rLvbG5uEFawOpZV9sLBlZPoZ98E4vqtjVBh1II_3Tqa6qhmAGKHitXZPn3XUjUshHo4ubJ-q0fHrLVo8vCcbiybcipycdi1OTETjjHz0wluEnollGBgZQch18plr9cH0kMDEUzLjHuHKApetaHohwg5PyQARWNiTqD2aKhtDW_iC8e4ZFz8d5DCDzDb4yBz7ie6gRQspygv5vkATe-QhpYnSXrgEJYgihuayIISwWje2nOk345P6mlSpM0ebmCdhGrcu2rwATG6czItATgBAGIBY3IvuhMkAYBoAYCgAf165rGAYgHAZAHAqgH2baxAqgHjs4bqAeT2BuoB-6WsQKoB_6esQKoB6SjsQKoB9XJG6gHpr4bqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB4OtsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB8qpsQKoB-ulsQLYBwHSCBcIABACGB0yAQA6B5_QgICAgARIvf3BOvIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tODkxMDI4MzQ0NTIxOTcwMLEJsZHkiv-5dhSACgOYCwHICwHaDBAKChDg5M7fqbT6ukUSAgEDqg0CVVPIDQHiDRMIpufh8vWdggMVDpyDCB2eQgR02BMN0BUB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&ase=2&gclid=Cj0KCQjwqP2pBhDMARIsAJQ0CzolYNU6J8FXkWID_OoPoXq6-4sv_GrjFYbdnKdLwyPMAQZwdDPq_LEaAlt2EALw_wcB&num=1&cid=CAQSQgDICaaNVWp5EyVrhsRLZgCV1nAHPfAxdJdR0X2zMFr2mxZGxXYp-o-TYhm5pepby7ZHB8OB9V4ttlYqe9MP5CPwbRgB&sig=AOD64_2nqFUEk0oMUOEak3fMeKVl7g6eZg&client=ca-pub-4807561457669996&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://lifehackin.com/20-hottest-cool-gadgets-for-2022/%3Ff%3D1qwOQhnQK5aW%26n%3D1qwOiYX8FhEH%26ts%3D1qkFeN4O7oNX%26kw%3D%26placement%3Dwww.thecentersquare.com%26target%3Dsegment_be_a_2064114196349049050%26ad%3D678673911037%26matchtype%3D%26network%3Dd%26adposition%3D%26AFID%3DGD%26utm_campaign%3D20620223501%26adgroup%3D151549850822%26campaign%3DList300%26gclid%3DCj0KCQjwqP2pBhDMARIsAJQ0CzolYNU6J8FXkWID_OoPoXq6-4sv_GrjFYbdnKdLwyPMAQZwdDPq_LEaAlt2EALw_wcB
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AQWFniv4cKVYItZ0PrvpDvL3k_tLYImdZyudxHR697tolIqt7nf6KyDyf4FMchrttnPVCQ4S_koHS0wmW0PrV9Or-Cxa7osTj4f7RSCEmKKH-U03j5G0AmST1_UaLxrtaaXsIXAxLkG4E9R4jrnVgEOjpZI07yEZflk9L1e-0l1dO2YlRsuCA0wBDgZDXgeLlSqOpBVSIdk4s3abda4GD2jdS2oaLxAdS08a55aX95Y68AwiGIGlaZWCD3gSB690_ygFWF-IpSZZkGHgZGO0TUs7uT69sOGQrxi4Dc-M2gURrXOK0NRR5KH_KbW3JQUavqaVEsihjRkuyINWs2WjAiZa1hUrse-Dc-y6nMqqEDPYLwpAf61_acaWnN1WajUeEFoRu4wAv2fMVRzYVWHgEssVTshZ2Vw0BUGhFGE8VBPmu1qLX5aayhoHwira-aKjfk3GY4mLpxnY5u9RwPT8sPkHusrwt9943LZRe6t_QIU1CFXzUPz2ywdY56BJGNjebq35YDqYvpfaZ00FDdqwAEBahNFAwwoVMAO096w7JnvGEnCO-r4Ru12xCy0D60KbpZonTM3tnKc7c0y-_7RwBca_rxPz1EK8b84TsyWc-3MmBla0v4s_KV0vcKt-Qcs6Ff8RL_v5SIVz1VKVTIgL8TQXMXY807JzfemgkSFAswzS6IMM4z-oksd0zZN8z0SNlXNfL6iO6O77SiONHzTXb8mhynheaw_kzG9zp8bgZhgJ5qFjtFT9lrTxKPRVol-Zwe4qs8j9NQBsUTkg240odyuxwuAXDSUYPpJXzDowQeUDYpvfx505kpXgpEtK6yDNJBI9_AmZdPH_lsGvvBLfwOOwGLIzL0y93xLquehzw3yrVOjwyfrfz3nbNMqxRxyb8-Pu_PG4qtS7tRImTtqQbO62ow7tHmk8a5kDqfIYOSDDS3nO07ratCbFxdaO0xqlaEsYfJ_R4t8LX-SXutXKeKySAcAW_Iqcq9YmcdC6ptic7ypJ8yPnRQdDI-xS3-gJI_zrZw6SxCPbV4UamYPIUKDBBH6Zcn8hFDMzy8eEFPh9dy6Lq4fh4oGY8hrE7RcugP3Xz7af6nkEJ9mGhS85ekpvYHC5WZ6PEMubAv9wT_WM0z7SyZ7wq5CBhM3uiObmjGkZkvp16ERO8yiVD4_g7IwcB-EDlyK1eO66hquuEwhAyW4MGTyaGmNY22YEZZ4tyYvyCK4LwTDnrWHwTk71DiPWP6OLGQdK_-9vmeTqtiqby6eD3wFUrqiriQ1aGkfQCNXwCSsDi6RYEdIDp029bYJkvAU1liA-tGObJZFz212DkC9C_PY45Ythe-ZiWyR0WXPMGW-8HQGYlF7DtYrcmbbxYS1Tg13sJxwvFVMA5pC_JJuFVTtdZy4snqKRMmg2r8Zj61EfEl9cOO3ye4Atl138VRTxt5gLzmMyjTGgN3qepmhB_HNQIlbEvn-HM0CfiGdpOa-z2URkPJAcKpuDvG4ZJTSiXTy7wM3nEIszqeZ99yuJzTAm7sWuRVGnvJlprGkcSO4UA4uCTOkfHopxAZNV1bIg_Ksbw8QZNysbkAG_6iqIeNLe2c-T4zkSucttmBKhb7Jbl5-qtZdlLCrsoFd9HZ-UL5Iqoq0yJhRrGT298-oHlynS4N4JopA1i7_ng8jTl_zVPrDiKGpYvmNPWs9SbF6EHJbiH0GdjlLXkwRzaj4NPx2XAxCt_LKpnu4G9UtNF_ondBEulaG2AHKI7q9a3wHgOP2JzJ31C8xmF1G6i9wnyin_hlTGTgxiAtHPe_vz-LH-IPFXc4BTaTmbMC-o7ZUKkTEN-Tdeesa1Hg6osESQN_HknrNI8NM87wXts4_JMFV03k95b_QS2PeZjYktiiHzvMeXu5Pv6ny8D0uHeMvnjTiK2j5uQmoXnFkuZO_JxVwWm7wlzeBxVxBfTkTyLqrCzsgwpEPXS2JGYQ2y19qAh3hikXM-78IEgJ_kzPVf1kF7BdJgi-obOn9wIe0gXlQHOWSJXfeshtgUr_rs72pVq4mrNQ6BBa6cp5nySzFbxXscZ9WVVgYy2bkwUNJXi1b8PMOneJ_4M-5b1MNPboNi0_Zh32X7XJlyluaHbm_PbkALS9-kmEgdAHZ0cCLxyweWITN4FnC_c2Bpv-nkRJyIfmY0SQGUtEOpYCTP8qAcVdUzteT5TND-VEtSd8qvuZPY7C11cKX4PLtb2LRjAQu7
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AQWFniv4cKVYItZ0PrvpDvL3k_tLYImdZyudxHR697tolIqt7nf6KyDyf4FMchrttnPVCQ4S_koHS0wmW0PrV9Or-Cxa7osTj4f7RSCEmKKH-U03j5G0AmST1_UaLxrtaaXsIXAxLkG4E9R4jrnVgEOjpZI07yEZflk9L1e-0l1dO2YlRsuCA0wBDgZDXgeLlSqOpBVSIdk4s3abda4GD2jdS2oaLxAdS08a55aX95Y68AwiGIGlaZWCD3gSB690_ygFWF-IpSZZkGHgZGO0TUs7uT69sOGQrxi4Dc-M2gURrXOK0NRR5KH_KbW3JQUavqaVEsihjRkuyINWs2WjAiZa1hUrse-Dc-y6nMqqEDPYLwpAf61_acaWnN1WajUeEFoRu4wAv2fMVRzYVWHgEssVTshZ2Vw0BUGhFGE8VBPmu1qLX5aayhoHwira-aKjfk3GY4mLpxnY5u9RwPT8sPkHusrwt9943LZRe6t_QIU1CFXzUPz2ywdY56BJGNjebq35YDqYvpfaZ00FDdqwAEBahNFAwwoVMAO096w7JnvGEnCO-r4Ru12xCy0D60KbpZonTM3tnKc7c0y-_7RwBca_rxPz1EK8b84TsyWc-3MmBla0v4s_KV0vcKt-Qcs6Ff8RL_v5SIVz1VKVTIgL8TQXMXY807JzfemgkSFAswzS6IMM4z-oksd0zZN8z0SNlXNfL6iO6O77SiONHzTXb8mhynheaw_kzG9zp8bgZhgJ5qFjtFT9lrTxKPRVol-Zwe4qs8j9NQBsUTkg240odyuxwuAXDSUYPpJXzDowQeUDYpvfx505kpXgpEtK6yDNJBI9_AmZdPH_lsGvvBLfwOOwGLIzL0y93xLquehzw3yrVOjwyfrfz3nbNMqxRxyb8-Pu_PG4qtS7tRImTtqQbO62ow7tHmk8a5kDqfIYOSDDS3nO07ratCbFxdaO0xqlaEsYfJ_R4t8LX-SXutXKeKySAcAW_Iqcq9YmcdC6ptic7ypJ8yPnRQdDI-xS3-gJI_zrZw6SxCPbV4UamYPIUKDBBH6Zcn8hFDMzy8eEFPh9dy6Lq4fh4oGY8hrE7RcugP3Xz7af6nkEJ9mGhS85ekpvYHC5WZ6PEMubAv9wT_WM0z7SyZ7wq5CBhM3uiObmjGkZkvp16ERO8yiVD4_g7IwcB-EDlyK1eO66hquuEwhAyW4MGTyaGmNY22YEZZ4tyYvyCK4LwTDnrWHwTk71DiPWP6OLGQdK_-9vmeTqtiqby6eD3wFUrqiriQ1aGkfQCNXwCSsDi6RYEdIDp029bYJkvAU1liA-tGObJZFz212DkC9C_PY45Ythe-ZiWyR0WXPMGW-8HQGYlF7DtYrcmbbxYS1Tg13sJxwvFVMA5pC_JJuFVTtdZy4snqKRMmg2r8Zj61EfEl9cOO3ye4Atl138VRTxt5gLzmMyjTGgN3qepmhB_HNQIlbEvn-HM0CfiGdpOa-z2URkPJAcKpuDvG4ZJTSiXTy7wM3nEIszqeZ99yuJzTAm7sWuRVGnvJlprGkcSO4UA4uCTOkfHopxAZNV1bIg_Ksbw8QZNysbkAG_6iqIeNLe2c-T4zkSucttmBKhb7Jbl5-qtZdlLCrsoFd9HZ-UL5Iqoq0yJhRrGT298-oHlynS4N4JopA1i7_ng8jTl_zVPrDiKGpYvmNPWs9SbF6EHJbiH0GdjlLXkwRzaj4NPx2XAxCt_LKpnu4G9UtNF_ondBEulaG2AHKI7q9a3wHgOP2JzJ31C8xmF1G6i9wnyin_hlTGTgxiAtHPe_vz-LH-IPFXc4BTaTmbMC-o7ZUKkTEN-Tdeesa1Hg6osESQN_HknrNI8NM87wXts4_JMFV03k95b_QS2PeZjYktiiHzvMeXu5Pv6ny8D0uHeMvnjTiK2j5uQmoXnFkuZO_JxVwWm7wlzeBxVxBfTkTyLqrCzsgwpEPXS2JGYQ2y19qAh3hikXM-78IEgJ_kzPVf1kF7BdJgi-obOn9wIe0gXlQHOWSJXfeshtgUr_rs72pVq4mrNQ6BBa6cp5nySzFbxXscZ9WVVgYy2bkwUNJXi1b8PMOneJ_4M-5b1MNPboNi0_Zh32X7XJlyluaHbm_PbkALS9-kmEgdAHZ0cCLxyweWITN4FnC_c2Bpv-nkRJyIfmY0SQGUtEOpYCTP8qAcVdUzteT5TND-VEtSd8qvuZPY7C11cKX4PLtb2LRjAQu7


10/30/23, 9:55 AM Arming school teachers will be considered | Georgia | thecentersquare.com

https://www.thecentersquare.com/georgia/article_83fb5f82-7502-11ee-b903-5b11eec34f33.html 3/3

Lisa Morgan, president of the Georgia Association of Educators, called the proposal “a simplistic solution

to a complex problem,” suggesting that the state instead use the money to hire more counselors, social

workers and school psychologists.

Propella Electric Bikes

Minimalist and Reliable Design

Propella Electric Bikes Open

“What I hear all the time is teachers are buried under the weight of increased expectations,” Morgan told

The Center Square. “Teachers feel like, ‘OK, I have to be the nurse today. I’m the counselor because we

don’t have enough counselors. I have all these responsibilities that have been added to my plate on top of

what I’m here to do, which is teach students.’

“So, the �rst reaction is, ‘Oh, so now you’re going to add security guard in my job description,’” Morgan

added. “It is not a good idea for the health and safety of everyone in our schools to introduce more

weapons in our schools, and it is certainly not something that is going to assist with reducing the level of

burnout and retaining current educators, and it is not something that is going to assist us in recruiting and

attracting new educators to our profession.”
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